
______ 

 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE FAIRVIEW FIRE DISTRICT 

WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NEW YORK 

21 OCTOBER 2025 

 

 

Present:   Commissioner Reginald Johnson 

Commissioner Vikki Simmons 

Commissioner Daymon Yizar  

Commissioner John Malone 

Commissioner Emma Walthall 

 

Also Present: Chief Howard Reiss 

  Secretary Sarah Senior 

  Treasurer Joseph Marra 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners of the Fairview Fire District, Westchester County, New York, 

of Tuesday, 21 October 2025, convened at 18:38  hours at Fire Headquarters at 19 Rosemont Boulevard, Greenburgh, 

New York.  The presiding officer was Chair Johnson. 

 

R25-10-03 

  Upon the motion offered by Commissioner Malone and seconded by Commissioner Simmons that the 

meeting shall be called to order: 

Roll call:  Commissioners Simmons, Yizar, Malone,  Walthall, and Johnson voting aye, nays none, none absent. 

The motion is carried 

 

Chair Johnson called the roll:  Commissioners Simmons, Yizar, Malone,  Walthall, and Johnson present.  

 

R25-10-04 

Upon the motion offered by Commissioner Malone and seconded by Commissioner Simmons that the 

minutes of the regular meeting of 11 September 2025 shall be approved as submitted by the Secretary: 

Roll call:  Commissioners Simmons, Yizar, Malone,  Walthall, and Johnson voting aye, nays none, none absent. 

The motion is carried. 

 

R25-10-05 

Upon the motion offered by Commissioner Yizar and seconded by Commissioner Simmons that the 

minutes of the special meeting of 17 September 2025 shall be approved as submitted by the Secretary: 

Roll call:  Commissioners Simmons, Yizar, Malone,  Walthall, and Johnson voting aye, nays none, none absent. 

The motion is carried 

 

Apparatus Committee 

The Squad- 6 vehicle is ready. The Department will take possession upon signing of the final MOA.  

 

The Committee will travel to Wisconsin from 11/4/25 – 11/6/25 for the final review of Ladder-1. The 

Department is currently trying to sell the existing Ladder-1 via Auctions International. 

 

Commissioner Johnson inquired about what will happen if we have not sold the existing truck when the new 

one arrives. Chief Reiss stated that he is coordinating with neighboring departments to house the out-of-service 

apparatus if that occurs. 

 

Personnel Committee 

Chief Reiss stated that there are matters that will need to be discussed during executive session. 

 

Chief’s Report 

The Chief reported on the following school and training information 

-FF Desjardin has completed his NAESME EMT CIC Course. The next step in the process is a 

required internship. After completing his internship, he will be able to take over the EMT 

recertifications for members. 
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- FFs Zima and B. Vargas will be taking the NYS Code Enforcement officer training 

- FF Lombardo is currently taking the first module of the Fire Officer 1 at the Rockland County Fire 

Training Center. 

 

Probationary Firefighter Loccisano is doing well in the career academy. 

 

Probationary Firefighters Finnegan and Amendola are nearing the halfway mark and doing well in 

EMT class. 

 

Fall training days will be 11/3/2025 and 11/10/2025 at the Westchester County Fire Training Center.  

 

The Chief reported that he, along with Commissioners Malone and Johnson, Secretary Senior, and 

Treasurer Marra, attended the 2025 Association of Fire Districts of the State of New York Annual 

Conference & Meeting in Saratoga Springs, NY.  

 

The 2026 work schedule and group changes have been published, and members are now choosing 

their 2026 vacation days. 

 

The Department provided its first mutual aid response to a structure fire in Thornwood. The Chief 

explained how our mutual aid response operates, including the complexities of coordinating with 

unfamiliar departments and the importance of accountability as the Incident Commander on the 

fireground. 

 

The Chief reported on the partial structural collapse in White Plains that the Department responded to 

on 10/15/2025. He stated that it was one of the best mutual aid responses of his career, and that despite 

the number of departments involved, all members worked cohesively to stabilize the structure and 

minimize further risk. 

 

2025 Fire Prevention Week was successful, with members participating in fire prevention details at 

multiple schools across the District, and the Department hosted its annual Fire Prevention Open House 

on 10/11/2025. 

 

The department also participated in the Veterans Barbecue on 9/18/2025, the EMS for Alzheimer's 

Walk on 10/5/2025, and the Lee F Jackson PTA Trunk or Treat on 10/17/2025. Members are 

scheduled to participate in the Parkway Gardens Halloween Parade on 10/26/2025. 

 

In September 2025, the Department responded to 216 alarms, including 121 EMS and Extrication 

calls.  

 

End of Chief’s Report 

 

R25-10-06 

 Upon the motion offered by Commissioner Yizar and seconded by Commissioner Walthall, the 

following resolution is adopted to wit: 

 WHEREAS, subdivision 1 of Section 175 of the Town Law authorizes the board of fire commissioners 

of any fire district to designate a resident fire district elector to serve as chairperson of an annual election and 

not less than two nor more than four resident fire district electors to act as election inspectors and ballot clerks 

at each such polling place in such election; and  

 WHEREAS, any such resolution must fix the compensation of such chairperson and such inspectors; 

NOW, THEREFORE 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Fire Commissions of the Fairview Fire District in the Town of 

Greenburgh, Westchester County, New York, as follows: 

 Section 1. The following resident fire district electors of said Fire District who are not officers of said 

Fire District, are hereby designated to act as election officers, respectively indicated below: 

 

  Chairperson: Mary Catherine Malone 

   

  Inspectors:  Marguerite Malone 
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    Karen Jackson 

    Jacquelyn Walker 

    Kelly Walker 

    Jessica Satin 

    Raffilina Longo 

 

 Section 2. The persons named above shall be paid the sum of $125.00 each for their attendance at the 

annual elections, and they shall be paid the sum of $75.00 each per day if their services are required to prepare 

the registration rolls. 

Roll call:  Commissioners Simmons, Yizar, Malone,  Walthall, and Johnson voting aye, nays none, none absent. 

The motion is carried 

 

R25-10-07 

  Upon the resolution offered by Commissioner Yizar and seconded by Commissioner Walthall, the 

following resolution is adopted to wit: 

  WHEREAS, subdivision 6 of Section 175-a of the Town Law requires the board of fire commissioners of any 

fire district, by resolution adopted at least forty days prior to fire district elections, to designate a resident fire district 

elector to serve as chairman of such election and not less than two nor more than four resident fire district electors to act 

as election inspectors and ballot clerks at each polling place in such election; and 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to a resolution adopted by the board of fire commissioners that has designated a chairman 

and inspectors of election; and 

 WHEREAS, subdivision 6 of said Section 175-a also provides that the board of fire commissioners may provide 

for alternate inspectors who shall assume the office of inspector upon the inability or refusal of an inspector to assume or 

perform his duties; and 

 WHEREAS, it is anticipated that the regular election of the Fairview Fire District of the Town of Greenburgh, 

Westchester County, New York, will be held on December 9, 2025; and 

 WHEREAS, it is now desired to provide for such alternate inspectors; NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Fire Commissioners of the Fairview Fire District of Westchester County, New 

York, as follows: 

Section 1.  The following resident fire district electors of said Fire District, who are not officers of said Fire District, are 

hereby designated to act as alternate inspectors: 

    

  Emily Longo 

  Ellen Satin 

  Felicia Walker 

  Chrystalia King 

 

 Section 2.  Each person named above shall assume the office of inspector only on the inability or refusal of an 

inspector to assume or perform his duties. 

 Section 3.  The persons named above shall be paid the sum provided in the resolution designating inspectors of 

election. 

 Section 4.  This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

Roll call:  Commissioners Simmons, Yizar, Malone,  Walthall, and Johnson voting aye, nays none, none absent. 

The motion is carried 

 

R25-10-08 

  Upon the motion offered by Commissioner Walthall and seconded by Commissioner Malone, the 

Board shall adopt the following resolution, to wit: 

 WHEREAS, the Board of Fire Commissioners of the Fairview Fire District must adopt a proposed budget for 

2026 and estimate of fund balances in preparation for the annual fire district budget hearing, and did so in preparation for 

the budget hearing, and 

 WHEREAS, the Board of Fire Commissioners of the Fairview Fire District held the annual fire district budget 

hearing on notice to the public on October 21, 2025, and  

 WHEREAS, the Board has considered the proposed budget and comments received on the proposed budget on 

October 21, 2025, at said budget hearing, and   

 

 WHEREAS, the Board has determined that the financial needs of the fire district and fire department for fiscal 

year 2026 cannot be supported by a budget that would comply with the real property tax cap established pursuant to 
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Section 3-c of the General Municipal Law as the proposed budget for 2026 calls for a real property tax levy that will 

exceed the real property tax cap permitting only a 2.00% increase in said tax levy; and 

 WHEREAS, Section 3-c of the General Municipal Law provides as follows: 

A local government may adopt a budget that requires a tax levy that  is greater than the tax levy limit  for  the  coming  

fiscal  year,  not including  any  levy  necessary  to support the expenditures pursuant to subparagraphs (i) through (iv) of 

paragraph g of subdivision two of this section, only if the governing  body  of  such  local  government  first enacts,  by  

a  vote  of sixty percent of the total voting power of such body, a local law to override such limit for  such  coming  fiscal 

 year only,  or  in  the  case  of  a district or fire district, a resolution, approved by a vote of sixty percent of the total 

voting  power  of  such body, to override such limit for such coming fiscal year only. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Fire Commissioners hereby approves a 

determination to override the real property tax cap for the 2026 budget to permit an annual real property tax levy that will 

exceed the real property tax cap with an increase in said tax levy over the two (2%) percent limit and result in a final 

annual fire district budget in the amount of $ 16,714,090.00: 

Roll call:  Commissioners Simmons, Yizar, Malone,  Walthall, and Johnson voting aye, nays none, none absent. 

The motion is carried 

 

R25-10-09 

  Upon the motion offered by Commissioner Yizar and seconded by Commissioner Malone, the Board 

shall adopt the following resolution to wit: 

WHEREAS, the Board of Fire Commissioners of the Fairview Fire District adopted a proposed budget for 2026 

and estimate of fund balances in preparation for the annual fire district budget hearing and did so in preparation for the 

budget hearing, and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Fire Commissioners of the Fairview Fire District held the annual fire district budget 

hearing on notice to the public on October 21,2025, and  

WHEREAS, the Board has considered the proposed budget and comments received on the proposed budget on 

October 21, 2025, at said budget hearing, and   

WHEREAS, previously at this meeting this Board of Fire Commissioners passed a resolution to override the 

real property tax cap for the 2026 Budget.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Final Budget for the Fairview Fire District for the year 2026 

in the amount of $16,714,090.00 is hereby approved and adopted, a copy of which shall be submitted to the Town of 

Greenburgh. 

Roll call:  Commissioners Simmons, Yizar, Malone,  Walthall, and Johnson voting aye, nays none, none absent. 

The motion is carried 

 

R25-10-10 

  Upon the motion offered by Commissioner Walthall and seconded by Commissioner Simmons, the 

Board approved Chief Reiss and Commissioner Malone to attend the Association of Fire Districts of Westchester County 

Annual Business Dinner on 8 November 2025 at the total cost of $103.00: 

Roll call:  Commissioners Simmons, Yizar, Malone,  Walthall, and Johnson voting aye, nays none, none absent. 

The motion is carried 

 

R25-10-11 

  Upon the motion offered by Commissioner Yizar and seconded by Commissioner Malone that the 

Board shall enter into Executive Session to discuss matters relating to the medical history and employment of particular 

persons:  

Roll call:  Commissioners Simmons, Yizar, Malone,  Walthall, and Johnson voting aye, nays none, none absent. 

The motion is carried 

.  

The Board entered into Executive Session at 19:44 hours.      

 

The Executive Session concluded at 20:59 hours. 

 

R25-10-12 

  Upon the motion offered by Commissioner Simmons  and seconded by Commissioner Yizar that the 

Public Session shall resume: 

Roll call:  Commissioners Simmons, Yizar, Malone,  Walthall, and Johnson, all voting aye, nays none, none absent. 

The motion is carried. 
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R25-10-13 

  Upon the motion offered by Commissioner Simmons and seconded by Commissioner Malone that the 

Board shall authorize payment to employees for periods of illness/sick time set forth in the Sick & Late Report for 

September 2025:   

Roll call:  Commissioners Simmons, Yizar, Malone,  Walthall, and Johnson voting aye, nays none, none absent. 

The motion is carried. 

 

R25-10-14 

  Upon the motion offered by Commissioner Malone and seconded by Commissioner Simmons that the 

bills shall be approved as submitted by the Treasurer and recorded in the Account Bill Payment report of October 2025 

in the amount of $309,373.80:   

Roll call:  Commissioners Simmons, Yizar, Malone,  Walthall, and Johnson voting aye, nays none, none absent. 

The motion is carried. 

 

R25-10-15 

  There being no further business to come before the Board, upon the motion offered by Commissioner 

Malone and seconded by Commissioner Simmons that the meeting shall be adjourned at 21:00  hours: 

Roll call:  Commissioners Simmons, Yizar, Malone,  Walthall, and Johnson voting aye, nays none, none absent. 

The motion is carried. 

 

 

 

________________________________________ 

Sarah Senior 

 Fire District Secretary 

 

 

 


