Regular Meeting of 12 December 2024

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS
OF THE FAIRVIEW FIRE DISTRICT
WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NEW YORK
12 DECEMBER 2024

Present: Commissioner Emma Walthall
Commissioner Vikki Simmons
Commissioner Daymon Yizar
Commissioner John Malone
Commissioner Reginald Johnson

Also Present: Chief Howard Reiss
Treasurer Matilde Abate
Secretary Sarah Senior

The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners of the Fairview Fire District, Westchester County, New York,
of Thursday, 12 December 2024, convened at 14:03 hours at Fire Headquarters at 19 Rosemont Boulevard, Greenburgh,
New York. The presiding officer was Chair Emma Walthall.

R24-12-01
Upon the motion offered by Commissioner Malone and seconded by Commissioner Simmons that the
meeting shall be called to order:
Roll call: Commissioners Simmons, Yizar, Malone, Johnson, and Walthall, voting aye, nays none, none absent.
The motion was carried.

Chair Walthall called the roll: Commissioners Simmons, Yizar, Malone, Johnson, and Walthall present.

R24-12-02
Upon the motion offered by Commissioner Malone and seconded by Commissioner Yizar that the
minutes of the regular meeting of 14 November 2024 shall be approved as submitted by the Secretary:
Roll call: Commissioners Simmons, Yizar, Malone, Johnson and Walthall, voting aye, nays none, none absent.
The motion was carried.

R23-12-03
Upon the motion offered by Commissioner Malone and seconded by Commissioner Simmons that the
minutes of the special meeting of 14 November 2024 shall be approved as submitted by the Secretary:
Roll call: Commissioners Simmons, Yizar, Malone, Johnson, and Walthall, voting aye, nays none, none absent.
The motion was carried.

R24-12-04

Upon the motion offered by Commissioner Johnson and seconded by Commissioner Malone that the
Board shall enter into Executive Session to discuss matters relating to the medical history and employment of particular
persons:
Roll call: Commissioners Simmons, Yizar, Malone, Johnson, and Walthall, voting aye, nays none, none absent.
The motion was carried.

The Board entered into Executive Session at 14:04 hours.
The Executive Session concluded at 17:06 hours.
R24-12-05

Upon the motion offered by Commissioner Yizar and seconded by Commissioner Malone that the
Public Session shall resume:
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Roll call: Commissioners Simmons, Yizar, Malone, Johnson, and Walthall, voting aye, nays none, none absent.
The motion was carried.

R24-12-06
Upon the motion offered by Commissioner Johnson and seconded by Commissioner Walthall that
Joseph Marra shall be appointed Fire District Treasurer, effective 2 January 2025, at the salary of $75,000:
Roll call: Commissioners Simmons, Yizar, Malone, Johnson, and Walthall, voting aye, nays none, none absent.
The motion was carried.

Apparatus Committee
The Committee awaits an updated MOU draft from Westchester County regarding the Squad vehicle.
Ladder-1 is back in service.

House & Grounds Committee
H2M Architects have communicated via e-mail that the evaluations of both Headquarters and Station
2 are done, the committee is awaiting the reports from those evaluations. The report for Headquarters
should be available in December and the Station 2 report should be available in early January.

Chief’s Report
R24-12-07

Upon the motion offered by Commissioner Malone and seconded by Commissioner Johnson up to 24
members shall be approved to attend the Lt. Andy Fredericks, FDNY Memorial Seminar & Exhibits, hosted by Elmsford
Fire Department on, 25 January 2025, at the cost of $45 per person:
Roll call: Commissioners Simmons, Yizar, Malone, Johnson, and Walthall, voting aye, nays none, none absent.
The motion was carried.

R24-12-08
Upon the motion offered by Commissioner Yizar and seconded by Commissioner Johnson the Board
shall approve the purchase 2 MacBook Pro laptop computers for the cost of $1,499, each:
Roll call: Commissioners Simmons, Yizar, Malone, Johnson, and Walthall, voting aye, nays none, none absent.
The motion was carried.

FF Jeffrey Jones has requested to take the Code Enforcement Official Series through the Codes Division of NY.
The class will be held three days a month from January 2025 to May 2025.

The District is awaiting reimbursement for the structural collapse training that our members
participated in,

At the state chiefs” meeting, the chief met with Jackie Bray, Commissioner for the New York State
Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Services, and discussed the possibility of creating
state funding opportunities for fire districts.

Chief Reiss met with the County Executive and the Deputy County Executive on 12/11/24 to discuss
funding for the Career firefighter’s academy.

There was a lengthy discussion regarding ongoing FOIL requests.

DC Baker will retire on 12/30/2024. Two other retirements are anticipated for 2025. The Department
will begin the process of hiring two firefighters for the February 2025 Career Academy.

The Santa/Candy Cane detail will take place this upcoming weekend, from 12/13/24 to 12/15/24,
In November 2024, the Department responded to 204 alarms, including 112 EMS and extraction calls.

End of Chief’s Report
Secretary Senior reported that the 2024 Annual election took place on Tuesday, 10 December 2024, from 4:00 p.m. to
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9:00 p.m. 43 votes were cast, 37 at Headquarters and 6 at Station 2. All in favor of Emma Walthall.
The 2025 Organizational meeting was scheduled for 9 January 2025 at 4:00 pm.

R24-12-09
Upon the motion offered by Commissioner Malone and seconded by Commissioner Simmons, the
following Line Transfers in the 2024 Budget shall be approved as recommended by the Treasurer:
-2024 Budget Line Transfer: The Treasurer shall reduce the Counsel and Labor Attorney Line (#104) by the
sum of $40,000.00, decreasing the Counsel and Labore Attorney Line from $55,000.00 to $15,000.00 and add
the sum of $40,000.00 to the Medical/Dental Insurance Line (#108), increasing the Medical/Dental Insurance
Line from $2,784,000.00 to $2,824,000.00;
-2024 Budget Line Transfer: The Treasurer shall reduce the Social Security Line (#106) by the sum of
$30,000.00, decreasing the Social Security Line from $596,560.00 to $566,560.00 and add the sum of
$30,000.00 to the Medical/Dental Insurance Line (#108), increasing the Medical/Dental Insurance Line from
$2,824,000.00 to $2,854,000.00;
-2024 Budget Line Transfer: The Treasurer shall reduce the Worker’s Compensation Insurance Line (#110) by
the sum of $128,000.00, decreasing the Worker s Compensation Line from $340,000.00 to $212,000.00 and add
the sum of $128,000.00 to the Medical/Dental Insurance Line (#108), increasing the Medical/Dental Insurance
Line from $2,854,000.00 to $2,982,000.00;
-2024 Budget Line Transfer: The Treasurer shall reduce the Interest on Tax Anticipation Notes Line (#801) by
the sum of $10,000.00, decreasing the Interest on Tax Anticipation Notes Line from $10,000.00 to $0.00 and
add the sum of $10,000.00 to the Medical/Dental Insurance Line (#108), increasing the Medical/Dental
Insurance Line from $2,982,000.00 to $2,992,000.00;

Roll call: Commissioners Simmons, Yizar, Malone, Johnson, and Walthall, voting aye, nays none, none absent.
The motion was carried.

**Commissioner Yizar exited the meeting at 17:51 hours

The Commissioners discussed the Town of Greenburgh’s proposal regarding accessory dwelling units and potential tax
exemption for homeowners who convert their garages to living spaces. The Board expressed that providing a tax
exemption to homeowners who make improvements to their property would displace the financial burden onto the rest of
the taxpayers.

R24-12-10

Upon the motion offered by Commissioner Johnson and seconded by Commissioner Malone that the
Board shall authorize payment to employees for periods of illness/sick time set forth in the Sick & Late Report for
November 2024:
Roll call: Commissioners Simmons, Malone, Johnson, and Walthall, voting aye, nays none, Commissioner Yizar absent.
The motion was carried.

R24-12-11

Upon the motion offered by Commissioner Malone and seconded by Commissioner Simmons that the
bills shall be approved as submitted by the Treasurer and recorded in the Account QuickReport as of 31 December 2024
in the amount of $393,521.79:
Roll call: Commissioners Simmons, Malone, Johnson, and Walthall, voting aye, nays none, Commissioner Yizar absent.
The motion was carried.

R24-12-12

There being no further business to come before the Board, upon the motion offered by Commissioner
Malone and seconded by Commissioner Johnson that the meeting shall be adjourned at 18:01 hours:
Roll call: Commissioners Simmons, Malone, Johnson, and Walthall, voting aye, nays none, Commissioner Yizar absent.
The motion was carried.
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Sarah Senior
Fire District Secretary




